
 
 
 

 
FROM THE PRINCIPAL 
G’day Everyone, 
 

So far, we have had a very busy term and it is only going to get busier with all the 
activities and events planned! 
 

NAPLAN 
Students at Wudinna Area School are currently undertaking their NAPLAN testing. 
They have been working hard to ensure that they can demonstrate the hard work they 
have been doing in class. 
 

Parent/Teacher/Student Interviews 
Building and maintaining relationships with our parents and communities is crucial. 
Parent/Teacher/Student Interviews are a very powerful tool for this. When students 
see that their teachers and parents are talking about their learning and its importance 
it creates a sense of connectedness of school with home, rather than the two being 
separate and isolated.  
 

Volunteers 
Reading is the cornerstone of a great education. We need volunteers to be listening 
to students read in all classrooms across our school, not just our Junior Primary 
classes. Reading aloud to an adult helps students improve their reading and 
comprehension skills. 
 

Ag 
Thanks to everyone who has been helping with donations of materials and time. The 
steers and wether’s are in the yards and looking good. We will have a cropping 
program this year and are looking forward to using several different varieties this 
year. The Ag program is building from strength to strength. Please come in and 
check out what is going on. 
 

Cross Country 
We held our Cross-Country run on Tuesday and had many students being very 
competitive and many students who enjoyed the opportunity to go for a walk with 
friends. We even had a student kindly sweep the entire track to make it easier for 
other participants. 
 

Seventy-Five years of Education 
Our committee is working on the celebrations for our school’s 75th Birthday. Please 
contact Esther Brands if you have any ideas or contributions for the celebration. 
 

Gymkhana 
I was lucky enough to receive the Gymkhana Shield for a third year running from 
our team that participated in Port Lincoln. Well done to Riley and Megan Allen;                                                                                                                                                                                                          
another extremely successful event.  
 

Governing Council  
Our next meeting will be on Tuesday 18 May at 7.00pm in the Conference Room. 
 

Let us hope we get some much-needed rain. 
 
 

Yours truly 
Ned Loades 
Principal   
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DATES TO REMEMBER 
 

Governing Council Meeting 
Tuesday 18 May 7.00pm  
in the Conference Room 

 
Tcharkuldu Cross Country; 
Yr 11/12 Food Stall – 1.10pm 

Wednesday 19 May 
 

Mixed 10s Volleyball 
Friday 28 May – Wudinna 

 
SAPSASA Football/Netball 

Monday 31 May – Friday  
4 June in Adelaide  

 
School Closure 
Friday 11 June  

 
SAPSASA Basketball  

Tuesday 29 June - Wudinna 
 

School Photos 
Wednesday 18 August 
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FROM THE ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL – SECONDARY 
NAPLAN Testing 
NAPLAN Literacy and Numeracy Tests for Year 9 students 
began this week on Wednesday. They will be concluded by 
next Tuesday when the final Numeracy test will be 
conducted. As mentioned in a previous newsletter, students 
are completing these tests for the first time online. It is to be 
remembered that these tests are a snapshot of student 
achievement at a point in time and that they provide useful 
information related to the aspects of literacy and numeracy 
that students need to work on for improvement in the future. 
Results will be available more quickly due to them being 
conducted and marked online (between August and 
September based on information on the NAPLAN website). 
During Term 3 students in Years 8-10 will also complete 
further literacy and numeracy testing by completing the PAT 
online tests that continue to be a compulsory component of 
the testing regime of the Department for Education. 
 

Stage 2 Update 
The Year 12 students are in the final push to complete their 
Research Projects. As is now the norm, all student work 
(both school assessed & externally moderated, and externally 
assessed components) will be submitted electronically to the 
SACE Board. Students will need to be very careful in 
naming their electronic files so that they can be uploaded 
onto the website and then, subsequent assessment. For your 
information and inclusion on your calendars, the dates for 
External Examinations for 2021 for our school are: 
Wednesday 3 November: General Mathematics – afternoon 
exam (130 minutes) 
Friday 5 November: Biology – morning exam (130 minutes) 
– to be conducted electronically 
 

Rural Youth Ambassador 2021 – William Sampson 
The Country Education Partnership (CEP) developed the 
Rural Youth Ambassadors program to provide young people 
within rural and remote communities the opportunity to 
develop their leadership skills and capacity. Four face-to-
face forums take place in Adelaide over the course of the 
year. Throughout these forums, the Rural Youth 
Ambassadors will undertake a range of leadership 
development activities, conversations focused on rural and 
remote life and learning, participate in presentations to senior 
education sector people, meet with the Minister for 
Education, meet with philanthropy organisations and key 
stakeholder groups, as well as present at education 
workshops, forums and conferences. 
 

During Term 1, William was nominated to become the 
Wudinna Area School representative in this program and was 
successful in his selection from a large number of applicants. 
On Wednesday of Week 1 of this term, he flew to Adelaide 
from Port Lincoln and spent until Friday afternoon working 
with other young people from across the state at various 
locations in and around Adelaide. William is to be 
congratulated on his selection and the input already noted 
during the first forum. Following is a reflection compiled by 
him upon his return to school. 
 

Last week I was fortunate enough to participate in the first 
RYA forum of 2021. Over the three days I spent in Adelaide, 
I had the opportunity to develop new and strong friendships 
with 17 other likeminded ambassadors from schools across 

rural South Australia. Spending time in Adelaide, my eyes 
were opened to life in the city and the opportunities that I 
will come across throughout this year. Some highlights of the 
trip were our visits to UNI SA and Flinders UNI, where past 
ambassadors and current students took us through the 
campuses to give us an insight into how UNI works. We 
were also provided with recreation time to develop personal 
relationships with the other ambassadors. One of the best 
ways to get to know each other was preparing a meal 
together with ingredients that we sourced. We also had 
dinner out at a Greek restaurant with past ambassadors and 
important figures from the Department for Education. We 
spent time over the forum, including a day in the education 
building of Flinders Uni, discussing the challenges students 
face in rural schools and communities. Over the next 9 
months, we will continue to meet in both online and face to 
face forums to work on addressing some of these issues. 
Overall, everyone involved had a very enjoyable time and I 
really look forward to the next forum. 

 

 
William Sampson 
We wish William all the very best in his work with the other 
South Australian young people – we are very confident that 
he will positively represent our school as an excellent Young 
Ambassador. 
Glenys McGuire 
Assistant Principal – Secondary  
 
  



FROM THE ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL – PRIMARY 
SAPSASA Netball/Football trials   
Congratulations to the following students who were selected 
for the SAPSASA Football/Netball Carnivals in Adelaide 
during Week 6….  
Yr 7 Football - Jed Bigg, Max Mullan and Jesse Oswald 
Yr 6 Football - Darcy Barns, Lochie Barns and Hendrix 
Cook 
Yr 7 Netball - Marney Marshall 
Yr 6 Netball - Kirby Gosling and Matilda Barns 
 

Year 4/5/6/7 Camp 
I have heard lots of positive comments about the camp from 
students and supervisors and it sounds like everyone had a 
great time at Arbury Park. Once again, well done to the 
teachers who organised the camp; Kellie Wilson, Emily 
Miller and Kiera Lee, and many thanks to the following adult 
helpers for volunteering their time to help out: Alice Little, 
Scotty Allen, Di McKenna and Drew Shepherd. A special 
mention should also go to the Parents and Friends 
Committee and Secondhand Rose for their kind donations 
which helped to reduce the overall cost of the camp.   
 

NAPLAN Testing  
Students in Years 3, 5 and 7 have completed the Writing and 
Reading NAPLAN tests with the Conventions of Language 
(Spelling and Grammar) and Numeracy scheduled for next 
week.  
 

Parent/Student/Teacher Interviews 
It was great to see lots of mums and dads attend the 
Parent/Student/Teacher Interviews on Wednesday. A 
reminder that if this week is not a suitable time for an 
interview, please contact the school and arrange a time with 
your child’s teacher/s for another time.  
Karen Lymn 
Assistant Principal-Primary 
 

FROM THE PASTORAL CARE WORKER 
Last week it was great to see the creativity of teachers and 
students as they made their cards, works of art, and gifts for 
Mother’s Day! It was good to see Karly Oswald’s Reception 
Class out in the afternoon sunshine, making brightly painted 
shopping bags for their mums! I trust all the mothers enjoyed 
their surprises Sunday morning!! Hopefully, you didn’t have 
to cook but were waited on and shown some extra special 
attention! Our family enjoyed texting and sharing special 
memories of my dear mum who passed away 6 months ago. 
Cheers! Carol.   
Carol Cummings 
Pastoral Care Worker 
 

EP SCHOOLS GYMKHANA 
On Monday 3 May, Riley and I competed in the EP Schools 
Gymkhana. It was a fun but challenging experience and we 
won the Handicap Shield. We were very proud to win runner 
up for the most points overall against schools with lots more 
riders. We both did well throughout our different events, but 
the show jumping and games where definitely our favourite. 
Thank you to our dad who coached us and took us to the 
gymkhana. 
The EP Schools Gymkhana is a yearly competition for 
students across the Eyre Peninsula. Riders from Year 5-12 
compete in a variety of horse disciplines. If you would like to 
know more about what is involved for the 2022 competition, 

please call Jason Allen on 0429802213, as we would love 
other kids to join us. 

 
Riley riding Colorado 

  
Megan riding Ricki 

Megan Allen 
NATIONAL SIMULTANEOUS STORY TIME 2021 

This year National Simultaneous Story Time (NSS) takes 
place on Wednesday 19 May at 11.00am (AEST); this will 
be 10.30am for South Australia. NSS is a colourful, vibrant, 
fun event that aims to promote: 

 the value of reading and literacy 
 the value and fun of books 
 an Australian writer and publisher 

The book being read simultaneously across Australia is Give 

me some Space! written and illustrated by Philip Bunting. 
He believes that the more fun children have during their 
early reading experiences, the more likely they will return to 
books, improve their emergent literacy skills and later find 
joy in reading and learning. 
Give me some Space! tells the story of Una as she dreams of 
a life in Space as life on Earth is just so so-so. The book is 
being read by astronaut Dr Shannon Walker from the 
International Space Station. 
The library has three copies of the book, Give me some 
Space for $10 each if you would like to purchase one. 
Diny Foster and Georgia Kontos 
for the School/Community Library 



Y  



 

Miss Miller’s Year 5/6 Class 
During Term 1, our class read ‘Holes’ by Louis Sacher. This was a new novel for the entire class and involves 

many twists and turns that we all loved! We looked at different types of characters and how important 
they are to the story as well as writing book reviews and creating an alternate ending to the story. Below 

are our new book covers as well as some reviews about the book.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Tatum Crosby 

Our class novel ‘Holes’ by Louis Sacher was a really good book full of 

mystery and excitement. ‘Holes’ had so many twists and turns. I really 

liked the way one character was connected to the other by very distant 

and hidden relations. I recommend ‘Holes’ to everyone aged 9-15 

years! This book was amazing. 10/10. Joey Lymn 

Tatum Crosby Emmie Sargent 

Lochie Barns Aspen Harris 

Tyler Pobke 



 
 

 
 

 
 
 

‘Holes’ is a great book. I really liked the part when Zero and 

Stanley found the treasure chest and the part when Mr 

Pendanski said, ‘No one cares about Hector Zeroni.’ I 

recommend this boo to any age. I think the book is better 

than the movie.  

Patrick Gill  

Kirby Gosling Isobel Shepherd 

Brooke Blayney  Darcy Barns 

Airlie Waters 



 

 

 
 
 
 

The class novel ‘Holes’ written by Louis Sacher was an 

amazing adventure story. It was filled with surprises and 

twists and turns. I would recommend this book to middle 

and upper primary students. I would rate this book 10/10. 

Matilda Barns 

 

Hendrix Cook Joshua North 

Levi Frischke Jack Schultz 

Kobe Phillips 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
  

Ashlee Sampson Amitie Frinsdorf 

Jake Brands 
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