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OUR SCHOOL VALUES:

DATES TO REMEMBER
Track & Field Carnival –
events begin at 9.30am
Friday 12 March
Governing Council AGM –
7.00pm in Conference Rm
Tuesday 16 March
Pedal Prix Meeting – 7.30pm
– Conference Rm
Tuesday 23 March
Interschool Track & Field
Carnival – Wudinna
Monday 29 March
Term 1 ends – buses leave at
2.35pm
Friday 9 April
Term 2 begins
Tuesday 27 April
Year 10 Immunisation
Wednesday 5 May
School Photos
Wednesday 18 August

FROM THE PRINCIPAL
G’day Everyone
Wow what cold weather and rain!
Track & Field Carnival
The Sports Committee has been working hard and have a great day planned. We
have made some contingency plans to accommodate for the predicted weather.
 400m event was run this morning
 ball games will be next week if it is too hot on the day
(Avoiding the heat of the day, Students will return to their classes for the
remainder of the day)
If the weather is 35 or below we will continue with our sports day as planned and
conclude at the normal time.
It has been great to see the oval so green and students out practicing for all the
events. Please come along and support the students and staff to make this day
successful.
Instrumental Music
It is great to see so many students engaging in the Instrumental Music Program. We
have recently purchased some more equipment including keyboards to support
student interest in the program. Students are really enjoying their music lessons and
we know that if students enjoy what they are doing real learning occurs.
Agriculture
The wethers have been selected and are in their yard up in the Ag block. The
spraying program is up and running as we prepare the paddocks for this year’s
program. We have our cows in the paddocks and we will be selecting steers in the
near future for the Led Steer Program.
Pedal Prix
We will be having a Pedal Prix meeting for parents and students on Tuesday
23 March at 7.30pm in the Conference Room.
Condolences
Our condolences to the Duncan and Tree families on the passing of Deb Duncan, a
former student of Wudinna Area School. Deb also worked with our school and our
region as a visiting Special Educator for student with a disability.
Vale Deb
Governing Council AGM
Our Annual General Meeting will be on Tuesday 16 March at 7.00pm in the
Conference Room. A Nomination Form was included in the last newsletter. Call the
school if you would like a copy.
Please come into the school and check out what is happening. There is always great
learning to check out across the school.
Yours truly
Ned Loades
Principal

FROM THE ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL – SECONDARY
Wudinna Area School Track & Field Carnival
We look forward to a great day of participation and
competition at Track & Field Carnival tomorrow. It
provides the House Captains with excellent opportunities
to showcase their leadership skills and for all students to
participate and have a go at all the different athletic events.
It will be great to see students cheering for their house and
other participants in a show of good sportsmanship. As it
is going to be quite a warm day, a reminder to all students
– please wear your hats when not competing and apply
sunscreen to protect your skin from burning.
Reading training
Many Secondary staff joined with the Primary teachers to
attend Guided Reading training last week. It is vital for all
students to be confident and competent readers to interpret
assessment tasks and be able to make best use of
information within their written and spoken responses.
This training was an excellent add-on to the online training
completed last year with Sheena Cameron and Louise
Dempsey.
Homework expectations
This is expected for all school subjects. Some subjects are
quite demanding and often students will need to spend
longer than the allocated time in order to consolidate
understanding.
The School Policy is:
 Year 8 to 10 – three subjects per night (set on the days
on which students have a double lessons for their
subjects)
 Year 8 – 20 minutes per subject
 Year 9 – 25 minutes per subject
 Year 10 – 30 minutes per subject
 Stage 1 - 3 subjects per night 40 minutes each (2
hours)
 Stage 2 – 2½ hours per subject per week (minimum);
students are encouraged to spend up to 50% of their
vacation time during the year on course work or
revision activities in order to complete all summative
learning activities and to prepare for examinations/
external assessment requirements.
Student understanding of skills and concepts is enhanced
with the review of learning outside of school hours that
consolidate the activities undertaken during the day.
Parental support is sought in checking with your child/ren
on what homework they have to do and whether or not this
has been completed.
Staff also have an expectation that they will set relevant
and engaging homework for students that will extend and
confirm the learning completed during their school lesson
times.
Brightpath Literacy Assessment
For Year 8 and 9 students, we will again be involved in
assessing student writing using the Brightpath ruler of
benchmarked student writing. This will be an
improvement year based on our work in 2019 and 2020.
Other subjects will also be involved in the benchmarking
of writing using the Information Report Writing ruler –
Wudinna is involved in a trial of this assessment tool and
it will be great for all teachers to be involved in the
assessment of an even wider range of student writing. The
first writing assessment (Narrative) will be uploaded and

assessed prior to the end of term. Persuasive and Report
writing will be assessed in Term 2.
Glenys McGuire
Assistant Principal – Secondary
FROM THE ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL – PRIMARY
Camp fundraising
Preparations are underway for the Year 4/5, 5/6 and 7
classes Arbury Park camp from Monday 3 to Friday
7 May. We would like to thank Parents and Friends for
their kind donation which will go towards the cost of the
buses. Ziggy Waters has used his initiative to run a “Guess
the number of lollies in the jar” competition to also raise
money for the camp. The tickets will be on sale in the
canteen during the Track and Field Carnival for $1 per
ticket. The winner will be announced on Monday of the
following week. Well done to Ziggy for putting in the
effort to help your fellow students.
Reading and Writing focus
Reading and Writing will continue to be our focus areas
for improvement in 2021 as outlined in our Site
Improvement Plan. Primary staff have been busy attending
Literacy workshops this term including a Spell-it
workshop for the Middle and Upper Primary staff. Spell-It
is a continuation of InitiaLit and is a whole class
instruction for students in Years 4-7. The staff members
who attended this workshop are looking forward to using
this program in their classrooms.
Last Tuesday Primary and Secondary staff participated in
an online training in Guided Reading. Next Wednesday,
17 March, a member of the Brightpath Writing
Assessment team will be visiting our school to run writing
workshops for our teachers throughout the day and a
Masterclass after school. This year the Primary teachers
will be assessing and uploading their students’ narrative
and persuasive writing in Terms 1 and 3 and Information
reports in Term 2 and 4. Teachers will use the data from
the writing assessments to identify the areas for explicit
teaching to move students along in their writing.
Good luck to all competitors in the Track and Field
Carnival tomorrow.
Karen Lymn
Assistant Principal – Primary
FROM THE PASTORAL CARE WORKER
During the last two weeks our school has held sporting
events which count as student points for our Sports Day.
The first race was the 1500 metre and the second event
was the 800 metre run - both quite a challenge for some
students. To watch each young person run longer distances
has shown me lots about their resilience when under
pressure. Some students love to join in but don’t take the
“big race” too seriously and have some fun together along
the way! Others are like Olympic Athletes and really push
themselves hard! Others enjoy the scenery along the way,
mix some walking with their jogging and still cruise over
the finishing line. Others get quite emotional about the
“long race” and have some pain in their bodies. The BEST
part for me was watching each student FINISH the race!
Well done to each person who didn’t give up but pressed
on to finish their race! See you all at our Sports Day on
Friday.
Cheers! Carol

A look into Ag
Welcome back to the Ag block for 2021. We have had a great start to Ag this year, with more students
bringing even more variety to the program. At the Ag block we have the Speckle Park cattle, chooks, ducks
and now our team of wethers for the SA School Merino Wether Competition at the Adelaide Show in
September. Well done to the Ag students for their selection of the sheep on Monday Week 5, which we will
care for until the show to create our team. We would like to thank the community members for firstly
providing the sheep as well as for their time and expertise in providing the learning opportunity.
The Year 9 class have been tending to the vegetable plot that they prepared at the end of last year and
harvesting some delicious summer fruit and vegetables. In the past couple of weeks they also had a run-down
on sheep selection traits to help them to select the wethers. They did a great job putting that theory into
practice, as did the Year 10’s who studied it last year. The Year 10 class have got right into learning about
soils and will soon apply this to production in the local region. In the Year 11/12 Ag lessons we have been
looking at how new Technologies are advancing Agriculture at such a rapid rate, and predicting what Ag
could look like in the future.
Genevieve Wright

We have 12 young Black Muscovy
Ducks (ducks and drakes) for sale
from the Ag block, for $10 each.
Please contact Genevieve Wright at
the school if you are interested in
purchasing.

The Ag block has approximately 700
second-hand permapine posts for sale
for $2 each.
Please contact Genevieve Wright at
school to purchase.

